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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 -22 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20 and 21 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Vitale et al. (hereinafter 
referred to as Vitale) (US Pat. No. 7,111,318). 



Claim 1: 

Vitale discloses a method of monitoring activities performed at a cable television 
tap, the method comprising the steps of: 
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determining whether technician data is read (see col. 16 II. 52- col. 17 II. 3; Vitale 
discloses that technician identification is entered by the technician and is read by 
a controller of an apparatus. The act of determining whether technician data is 
read is performed because the controller doesn't proceed to step 260 unless 
technician data is read). 

storing the technician data in association with an access time and an access date 
upon determining that the technician data is read (see fig. 10 and col. 18 II. 18- 
25; Vitale discloses that the technician data is stored in a "test data file" in 
association with a "date and time stamp" when the network location is accessed 
and tests are performed) 

providing data a remote location (see fig. 8 and col. 5 II. 14-19 "transmit test data 
file to central controller" which is located at the head-end) 

associating the data with the cable television tap (see fig. 8-410 and col. 10 22- 
32 and col. ;Vitale discloses associating the data with a network location ID and 
an entity type field which can include street taps 20 shown in fig. 1). 

Claim 12: 

Vitale discloses a system for monitoring activities performed at a cable television 
tap, the system comprising: 
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A controller (see Fig. 2 controller 36) operable to determine whether technician 
data is read (see col. 16 II. 52- col. 17 II. 3; Vitale discloses that technician 
identification is entered by the technician and is read by a controller 36 of an 
apparatus. The act of determining whether technician data is read is performed 
because the controller doesn't proceed to step 260 unless technician data is 
read); 

A memory, coupled to the controller, operable to store the technician data in 
association with an access time and an access date upon the determination that 
the technician data is read (see fig. 10 and col. 18 II. 18-25; Vitale discloses that 
the technician data is stored in a "test data file" in association with a "date and 
time stamp" when the network location is accessed and tests are performed. 
Therefore a memory is inherent to the invention of Vitale); and 

A communication medium, coupled to the controller, operable to provide data to 
a remote location (see Fig. 2 "COMM. CKT"); 

Wherein the controller is operable to associate the data with the cable television 
tap (see fig. 8-410 and col. 10 22-32 and col. ;Vitale discloses associating the 
data with a network location ID and an entity type field which can include street 
taps 20 shown in fig. 1). 
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Claims 2, 13: 

Vitale discloses generating a sensor signal (see col. 11 II. 40-42 and col. 7 II. 13- 
16; Vitale discloses alarm signals being generated by automated CATV network 
monitoring devices indicating alarm conditions in the CATV network 10, which 
reads on "generating a sensor signal", and "changed status") 

Claims 3, 14: 

Vitale discloses storing the access time and the access date in response to the 
sensor signal (see col. 7 II. 15-17 and Fig. 10; Vitale discloses that trouble tickets 
arise from the alarm signals generated by the automatic CATV network 
monitoring devices. Technicians access these network locations in response to 
the alarm signals and perform tests, wherein the date and time these locations 
are accessed are stored as shown in 445). 

Claims 7, 18: 

Vitale discloses wherein the data is provided upon request (see fig. 10 -475, 
wherein the technician transmits the data to the head-end using command 
choices -420, which reads on wherein the data is provided upon request) 



Claims 8, 19: 
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Vitale discloses receiving the data at a computer at the remote location (see 
central control system 42, col. 5 11.10-48 which is coupled to the "communication 
medium 40" in fig. 2) 

Claims 9, 20: 

Vitale discloses generating a report based in part on the provided data (see "test 
data file" and "new level data file" col. 18 II. 18 - col. 19 II. 3) 

Claims 10, 21: 

Vitale discloses reading technician data (see col. 16 II. 2-7 and col. 16 II. 52- col. 
17 II. 3; Vitale discloses that technician identification is entered by the technician 
via a user interface and is read by a controller 36 of the apparatus. The user 
interface in conjunction with the controller 36 comprise the reader) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 5, 11, 15, 16 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Vitale in view of Kim (of record). 
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Claims 4, 11, 15, 22: 

Vitale discloses a method of monitoring activities performed at a cable television 
tap, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining whether technician data is read (see col. 16 II. 52- col. 17 II. 3; Vitale 
discloses that technician identification is entered by the technician and is read by 
a controller of an apparatus. The act of determining whether technician data is 
read is performed because the controller doesn't proceed to step 260 unless 
technician data is read). 

storing the technician data in association with an access time and an access date 
upon determining that the technician data is read (see fig. 8 and col. 18 II. 18-25; 
Vitale discloses that the technician data is stored in a "test data file" in 
association with a "date and time stamp" when the network location is accessed 
and tests are performed) 

providing data a remote location (see fig. 8 and col. 5 II. 14-19 "transmit test data 
file to central controller" which is located at the head-end) 
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associating the data with the cable television tap (see fig. 8-410 and col. 10 22- 
32 and col. ;Vitale discloses associating the data with a network location ID and 
an entity type field which can include street taps 20 shown in fig. 1). 

Vitale doesn't disclose "determining whether a port status has been modified" 

Kim, an inventor from the same or a similar field, discloses determining whether 
a port status is in its normal state or whether it has been modified for the benefit 
of monitoring/testing/repairing the drop line to the customer (see "line break", 
"short circuit state", "unauthorized communication line sharing" p. 6 II. 27-p.7 II. 
10 and "normal state" p. 9 II. 20-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of monitoring activities performed at a 
cable television tap of Vitale with the method of determining whether a port status 
has been modified for the benefit of monitoring/repairing drop lines, as disclosed 
by Kim. 

Claims 5, 16: 

Vitale discloses storing the status (pass/fail) of a CATV network entity (such as a 
tap (shown as 20 in fig. 1), a subscriber drop line (shown as 21 in Fig. 1), or a 
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distribution node) (which is included in the work assignment data file shown in fig. 
8-265) in association with the access time and the access date shown in fig. 8- 
297 (see also col. 10 II. 28-32 and col. 20 II. 50-55) 

Vitale doesn't disclose storing the modified port status upon determining the port 
status has been modified 

Kim, discloses determining whether a port status is in its normal state or whether 
it has been modified for the benefit of monitoring/testing/repairing the drop line to 
the customer (see "line break", "short circuit state", "unauthorized communication 
line sharing" p. 6 II. 27-p.7 II. 10 and "normal state" p. 9 II. 20-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of storing status information in 
association with the access time and the access date of Vitale with the method of 
determining whether a port status has been modified for the benefit of 
monitoring/testing/repairing the drop line to the customer. 

6. Claims 6 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vitale in view of Crowley et al. (hereinafter referred to as 
Crowley) (US Pat No. 5,555,015). 



Claims 6 and 17: 
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Vitale discloses a method of monitoring activities performed at a cable television 
tap, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining whether technician data is read (see col. 16 II. 52- col. 17 II. 3; Vitale 
discloses that technician identification is entered by the technician and is read by 
a controller of an apparatus. The act of determining whether technician data is 
read is performed because the controller doesn't proceed to step 260 unless 
technician data is read). 

storing the technician data in association with an access time and an access date 
upon determining that the technician data is read (see fig. 8 and col. 18 II. 18-25; 
Vitale discloses that the technician data is stored in a "test data file" in 
association with a "date and time stamp" when the network location is accessed 
and tests are performed) 

providing data a remote location (see fig. 8 and col. 5 II. 14-19 "transmit test data 
file to central controller" which is located at the head-end) 

associating the data with the cable television tap (see fig. 8-410 and col. 10 22- 
32 and col. ;Vitale discloses associating the data with a network location ID and 
an entity type field which can include street taps 20 shown in fig. 1). 
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Vitale doesn't disclose wherein the data is provided at a predetermined time 
interval. 

Crowley, an inventor from the same or a similar field, discloses a method wherein 
the a head-end via a "cable control station 5" periodically polls devices connected 
to the CATV system, such as taps, amplifiers, etc., wherein the devices include 
micro-response transmitting units that generate information regarding the 
operation state of the devices and transmit this data back to the head-end. The 
response to the periodic polling reads on "data is provided at a predetermined 
time interval" (see col. 4 II. 54-63 and col. 5 II. 1-6 and col. 6 II. 21-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of monitoring activities at a television 
tap and providing data to a remote location of Vitale with the method wherein 
data is provided at a predetermined time interval of Crowley for the benefit of 
periodically receiving the operational state of CATV components as disclosed by 
Crowley. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SARI SAWAGED whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5085. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs, 9:00AM- 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, ANDREW KOENIG can be reached on (571) 272-7296. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sari Sawaged/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2423 

/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



